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In  Senate,  Jan.  22,  1839. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Willard  and  Upton,  with 
such  as  the  House  of  Representatives  may  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  certain  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  the  month 
of  December,  A.  D.  1837,  relating  to  “the  refusal  of  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Maine,  to  deliver  up  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority  of  Georgia,  certain  fugitives  from  its 
justice,” — which  resolutions  have  recently  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  by  request 
of  the  Government  of  Georgia. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

CHARLES  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 


House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  22,  1839. 

Concurred  : and  the  following  members  are  appointed, 
viz. : Messrs.  Brimmer,  of  Boston, 

Stickney,  of  Lynn, 

Torrey,  of  Abington, 


L.  S.  CUSHING,  Clerk. 
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(Tommomuralt’)  of  JHassacinisetts. 


In  Senate,  Feb.  12,  1839. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  refu  al  of  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  to  deliver  up  to  the  Executive  authority  of 
Georgia,  certain  fugitives  from  justice,  which  resolu- 
tions have  been  communicated  to  the  General  Court, 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  at  the  request  of  the 
Government  of  Georgia, 


REPORT: 

That  the  said  resolutions  affirm, 

1st. — That  the  refusal  of  the  Executive  of  Maine,  to 
deliver  up  the  persons  named,  is  clearly  and  directly  in 
violation  of  the  plain  letter  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

2d. — That  when  the  common  rights  and  interests  se- 
cured by  the  confederacy,  cease  to  be  attained,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  faithlessness  of  any  member  thereof,  to  the 
constitutional  engagement,  each  state  is  absolved  from 
all  obligations  to  the  common  compact,  and  that  it  be- 
comes its  right  and  duty,  to  provide  for  its  own  people  in 
its  own  way. 
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3d. — That  on  a certain  contingency,  named  in  the  res- 
olutions, a second  demand  shall  be  made  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  Georgia,  on  the  Executive  of  Maine,  for  the  per- 
sons of  the  fugitives. 

4th. — That  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the  Executive  of 
Maine,  to  comply  with  the  second  demand,  the  Execu- 
tive of  Georgia,  shall  transmit  copies  of  the  resolutions  to 
the  Executive  of  each  State,  and  that,  if  the  Legislature 
of  Maine,  at  its  session  next  after  the  forwarding  of  the 
resolutions,  shall  neglect  to  redress  the  grievance,  the 
Executive  of  Georgia,  shall  make  proclamation  thereof, 
and  call  for  a convention  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and 
to  meet  at  the  seat  of  government,  to  consider  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Georgia,  to  devise  the  course  of 
her  future  policy,  and  to  provide  all  necessary  safeguards 
for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  her  people. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Legislature 
are  not  now  called  upon  to  affirm  or  deny  any  thing  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions,  whether  as  a communication  of 
facts,  or  as  declarative  of  constitutional  principles, — nor 
to  express  any  opinions,  or  take  any  measures  in  relation 
to  the  prospective  acts  of  the  State  of  Georgia, — and  that 
it  is  therefore  inexpedient  to  act  any  farther  thereon. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 


SIDNEY  WILLARD,  Chairman . 


